
January 28, 1972 



'Mr. Hugh McDonald 
'405 Wilchiro Elvd. 

Santa Monica, California 



Dear Hughs 



I sna.ll not waste your time in needless expressions of awe, 
Ota., but shall gat right to the devil’s advocacy per your 

2TQ-^USO’C 9 



Mis areas that give cause for concern are divided into 
“picky", “ serious” , and ''most serious." 

. - “ «'• • and that ho* would be riding in a par ado “ 

Cr r- rent s Final planning at meeting on 8/30/62 - the details 
wore not decided until early ■ November, according to the White 
House detail anci the Secret service. The date was known only 
approximately in August, and the specific idea of a motorcade 
was not even under consideration then. This is " picky " be- 
cause a parade could, probably have been predicted". 

Pa ge 128 - We’ hadn't hoard that Oswald ever talked to himself - 
mumbling his responses to others is not the same thing. Pro- 
bably "pi cky . " 

-•O'.''; - bot rera — Why is he coy about how and where he crossed 

border? Is tins for fear that this part of the story could be 
checked ? £0r course, there are ways of crossing without leav- 

ing any verifiable records, but why avoid telling?) This does, 
however, raise a " serious " question in ray mind. 

Pago 131, loot sentence of paragraph at too of page. Comment : 
Using scops on a rifle as a spotting device seems unlikely, 
if no took the scope off, it would then no longer bo zeroed in 
for shooting. Z£ he left it on, he'd have to aim the rifle all 
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Over the pin co wnxlo huntincr 
oiccovory , particularly 
Of the window. 



for LHO, and surely that would 
as barrel would have to stick out 



‘hn ^ n 






he de* 



_. t _ is tha Records Building, which has 

e^stewisd® s> some of which, we think, are coaled. 

c t iec '** v " a <2on ’ fc Ij ncw what's on the second 
i£° 3 &w * but ws really wonder if anyone could 

GwGy tiiSSe nndatocted. Moreover , his view of uppo?- 



# In it wo c 

•pi ■ 



strains 



‘d, /to cay the least, probably 



floors cf TSBD would b_ 

stick hie _ head outside (the windows are re- 

a?;^c4v T t0 ^' ired frOm thin P osition bo from 

' u f Rrooidcnfa car, or even to the left of it 

^ £ ° “f at be hard to account for the right 

J : ? lG ln cn<3 . WOURda in JFK ’ S back/neck and in JBG'c 
- lnis area raises " most serious " question. 



«P?<* ■ 



*£» c 



all. pagacrrr.nh ~ How did ho avoid 



:s30? How, in fact, 



Page 134 

l.i. o.n lx ; X0 Q * ia o 
li .4. X d X r.:,Cj c-i'IC- \i o 

Or wiiGxi coanni nr** fr^ on-air? v .,4 v . , „ _ 

uGuaxa witn his rxf 1 e 

t&o&j prbbabiv •' serious " 



ob s er vat 



•£ *5 



did ho got into th 



— 3.g point uncnallenged or unobserved? 



Gcv 



auc 



, idea about JFK "straightening up" is interesting. 



Po.cro 135 — n 

' , 4 , j „ , ^ tiM ia liitCrGr 

, “ * l * ,il c wuas ™t can account for a miss by sons 6 o- 0 

thn'b-’v ! r 3# -^ Ut not 30 much as to put the shot in 

■ arc 1 } GC * I> * , Also » how account for the right lateral 
T i" jIe l‘“ •■-■o^na rrom has location? (See comment re d 131 ) 

Whar about the sharp downward aaglfc through Gonnally^f chest? 

£^2JX§ - Tlie Saprudor film shows that at least 5 seconds 

^^ a JT°Z^ KhZCli/neak OTd ^ the head shot. The 

Wnich . Sn °5° T- & S ° ciooe as sound li3se one shot, 

, » * ~ woCwiU Ox. less. Then Oswald sunraocadiy fired 

ii" “=°?f Ch0t " nl,a y t inntont^aoualy following my XX 

y--““ rr ^ al= ° MM £irl “ 3 “ ico *ttM» a very 

iJrt Ci > e “ a second or so. Characterised as " serious " area." 

T r ° P T tB ° f bUilet bitting "right hand curb" of 
Ei * ^ bat nooody really knows.) Characterised as " picky ." 

Gculd ths nnthor take a bead on LHO from hie 
lo-awcn Und rloor of TSBD, also recessed) without sticking 
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rifle outside his window? Also, LEO is not visible in Dillard 



after final shot) and so I don’t think he 



photos (5—10 second 

S Cc»y0Ci VaO-s-b-*_0 V€j.y long, .... ci-s-j.. miv ivii^u-uu j.is-ciny 

regardless of what no has been told re S3? Characterisations 
H very serious . " 



at all. Why should he, in*- any cs 



ifr ft ft ft y? 



Conclusion s Some details of the “confession” 
be fabricated, at least in a sufficient number 
caution and some reviewing of exactly what was 
parts of the confession might be verifiable - 



would appear to 
to warrant soma 
said. Certain 
e.g., crossing 



border, stay at Dallas hotel, method of exit, etc. - and it 
would be reassuring to know more about these things before 'ac- 



cepting all of this story as the gospel trut 
spots, in our opinion, arc the firing locati 



h. The weakest 
on and the busines 



about sheeting Oswald. 



ft it ft ft ft 



\ 



The most encouraging and positive thing about thi 
is that it answers so many of the questions left 
the Commission. We have much material to bolster 
elon and LEO's patsy role in the killing. 



s "confession 
hanging by 
the confes— 



We await further instructions. 



Warm regards. 



BF s err 



Bernard Fensterwald, Jr 




